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http://www.hit-u.ac.jp/IPP/missions.html

Mission of the Program The principal aim of the Asian Public Policy Program (APPP) is to
meet Asia’s ever-increasing need for trained professionals able to undertake economic policy
formulation and implementation based on a firm understanding of the theory and analytical
implications of fiscal, monetary and other public policies.

In developing as well as industrialized economies, governments play an important role in
mobilizing resources through taxation and borrowing, and allocating these resources in the
provision of key social and infrastructural services. This task is performed while sustaining
macroeconomic stability and addressing the issues of social equity in the most efficient
manner. These are significant challenges for any government.

To meet these challenges, professionals dedicated to public service need quality education
and training. They need to be equipped with analytical skills, understanding of best practices,
and policy formulation capacity in macroeconomic management, public finance, fiscal and
monetary operation, and other relevant areas so that they can effectively contribute to policy
processes. Their informed contribution to economic policy-making will serve to complement a
well-functioning political decision-making process.

http://www.hit-u.ac.jp/IPP/appp/
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This

Asian Public Policy Program
School of International and Public Policy
Hitotsubashi University
The 2008/09 Program

Application and Admissions Procedures

program is conducted in English at the Kanda campus at National Center of Sciences

(Hitotsubashi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo)

1. The Program

For the academic year 2008/09, the program offers fifteen positions to qualified applicants,

primarily Asian students.

2. Qualifications

Those who have a minimum of two years’ full-time working experience in economic or other

public policy areas of government, and who meet the following qualifications:

1)

2)

3)

4)

()

(6)

(7)

Those who have graduated from universities or colleges which are stipulated in Article 52 of the
School Education Law of Japan.

Those who have received a Bachelor’s degree under Article 68 of the School Education Law of
Japan.

Those who have completed at least 16 years of education with a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) or Bachelor
of Science (B.Sc.) degree from accredited universities or colleges in countries other than Japan.

Those who are residing in Japan and those who have completed at least 16 years of education by
taking courses offered by accredited universities or colleges outside of Japan through
correspondence.

Those who have completed at least 16 years of education outside of Japan and university’s course
in educational institutions accredited by the country authorities.

Those who have completed special course in special training school specifically designated by the
Japanese Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology by the date designated by
the Japanese Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.

Those who are specially designated by the Japanese Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology.

(8) Those who have been at universities or colleges for more than three years in Japan, or those who have

©)

completed 15 years of education with a B.A. or B.Sc. degree outside of Japan, and those whom the
Admissions Committee of School of International and Public Policy (IPP) has judged to have
acquired the academic competence equivalent to those who meet the above qualifications (1) through

(4).

Those whom the Admissions Committee of IPP has judged to have the academic competence
equivalent to those who meet the above qualifications (1) through (4) by individual admissions
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screening, and those whose age is over 22 years old or who will become 22 years old before
October 1, 2008.

(10) Those whom the Admissions Committee of IPP has, pursuant to its rules and regulations, judged to
have the academic competence equivalent or above qualifications (1) through (4).

Note: Applicants who are eligible under items (8), (9) or (10) above must make an inquiry in a

written form to the Office of Administration, the Asian Public Policy Program, about their
qualifications by February 29, 2008.

3. Application

Applicants are required to submit the following in the prescribed forms!:

(1) Completed and signed application with a portrait photograph (Form A)

(2) Degree certificate: issued by the university or college authority. (Applicants who are
applicable to (1)(3)(4)(5) of Item 1 above)

Degree certificate issued by the Japan’s National Institution for Academic Degrees.

(Applicants who are applicable to (2) of Item 1 above)

Applicants who are applicable to (6)(7)(8)(9)(10) of Item 1 above must inform the Office of
Administration of the APPP before applying.

(3) Official transcripts: issued by the university or college authority.

(4) Essay written in English (Form B) (Original plus 2 photocopies): in about 2,000 words.
This document should also explain their past academic or other work achievements, a
major topic proposed for research or study at the program, the proposed methodological
approach to the topic, and the planned or contemplated career developments after the
program.

(5) Two letters of reference (Form C): one from the president, dean or academic supervisor of
the university or college attended, and another from the head of the department or the
equivalent of the ministry/agency where the applicant currently works.

(6) Official TOEFL score report [University Code No. 8682]
All applicants are required to have a good command of English. TOEFL score of 550 (213 for
computer-based test, 79-80 for ibT) or higher is required in principle. Applicants are
strongly advised to take TOEFL at least one month before submitting the application.
(When TOEFL is not available, an official score report of TOEIC or IELTS is accepted.)

(7) A letter of endorsement from an institution which an applicant belongs to (Form D)

Should the applicant apply through a scholarship sponsor, the format of endorsement could
be the one from the scholarship application.

(8) Official health certificate by a hospital or a medical doctor (Form E)

(9) Non-refundable application fee of Yen 30,000 (see Form F) (for exemption, see below)

1 When any of the original documents is written in a language other than English or Japanese, its
translation in English or Japanese must be attached.
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(10) A photocopy of the page(s) of the applicant’s passport, to indicate his/her name, photo,
passport number, date of birth, etc.

(11) A self-addressed envelope of a standard postal size (23.5cm x 12cm) for the admission
decision (25grams) should be included, together with registered mail stamps (Yen 430). Those
applying from overseas do not have to include the envelope or stamps. Such expenses may
be collected upon enrollment.

Applications should be sent to the following address by registered mail.

Office of Administration

Asian Public Policy Program

School of International and Public Policy
Hitotsubashi University

National Center of Sciences Building
2-1-2 Hitotsubashi, Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo 101-8439

Applications for the program must be submitted in their original forms, unless otherwise
stated, during the period from March 10 (Monday), 2008 to May 9 (Friday), 2008 together with
the non-refundable application fee of Yen 30,000, for the program beginning in October 2008.
All documents, except TOEFL scores, which should be sent directly from the TOEFL, must be
submitted in one envelope to the Office of Administration.

For candidates applying from overseas, you are strongly advised to contact the Program
Manager of the Asian Public Policy Program well before the application period regarding
application.

4. Selection

The selection of the program candidates will be made on the basis of the above submissions,
namely, transcripts, recommendation letters, essays, TOEFL scores and a letter of endorsement
as well as medical certificates. Successful candidates are expected to have good command of
English with a TOEFL score of 550(CBT: 213, ibT: 79-80) or higher in principle.

Additionally, interviews with eligible applicants together with math and English tests will be
conducted and their schedule will be informed after May 14 (Wednesday) via e-mail. For
overseas residents, such interviews may be conducted in the country of their residence prior to
the formal application period mostly in cooperation with the scholarship sponsors, or through
video/telephone conference, while, for Japanese residents, interviews will be conducted as

follows:

Date: May 19 (Monday), 2008 10:00 — 17:00 hrs (subject to change)
Venue: Asian Public Policy Program

School of International and Public Policy

Hitotsubashi University

National Center of Sciences Building
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2-1-2, Hitotsubashi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-8439
(5 minutes' walk from Takebashi Station of Tozai Subway Line).

In the interview, applicants will be asked to discuss issues relating to his/her short essay and
other things.

5. Admission Decisions

Admission decisions will be made on May 29 (Thursday), 2008 for enrollment to 2008/09
program. All applicants will be notified as soon as possible of the results of the decisions via e-mail
and by post via your agent in Japan.

6. Enrollment Registration

The enrollment registration must be done between September 8 (Monday), 2008 and
September 12 (Friday), 2008.

The matriculation fee payment in the amount of Yen 282,000 must be made at the time of
enrollment. The payment of university tuition fee in the amount of 267,900 (as of April 2007),
representing one half of the annual tuition of Yen 535,800!, and covering the October-March term
must be made by the end of October 2008.

When a Monbu-kagakusho (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology)
scholarship student applies for the program, application fee is exempted if a Certificate of
Monbu-kagakusho Scholarship Student is included in his/her application. For further details, the

applicants must refer to the Student Exchange Division of their university.

Recipients of the Japan-Asia IMF scholarship, JDS Scholarship and JICA Long-Term Training
Scholarship are required to consult with their respective sponsors and contact Program Manager
of the Asian Public Policy Program regarding application fee and submission of their applications.

7. Miscellaneous

(1) All matters relating to the application and admission will be handled by the Office of
Administration, Asian Public Policy Program, Hitotsubashi University. All inquiries must be
made by e-mail (appp-info@ics.hit-u.ac.jp) or fax (+81-3-4212-3146).

(2) For scholarship possibilities, applicants are expected to contact the Asian Public Policy
Program well prior to the official application period.

(3)After the application has been turned in, the applicant is not allowed to change the program
to which he/she is applying. The student is not allowed to take the seminar course offered by
a program other than by the program for which the application has been made.

(4) All the papers submitted for the application become the official record of Hitotsubashi
University and will not be returned to applicants. The application fee is non-refundable.

(5) All submissions must be in original, except otherwise noted above.

(6) For interviews, the applicant must bring the invitation letter sent by the university

2 The university fee is subject to periodic changes by Hitotsubashi University.
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authorities.

(7) All submissions must be typed, unless otherwise stated. When, for any reason, hand-written
documents are submitted, they must be written in roman, using black or blue ball-point pens.

(8) Applicants with physical disabilities must consult with the Office of Administration prior to
the application, so that necessary considerations for facilitating them in classrooms, etc. might
be arranged.
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lAsian Public Policy Program: Fall 2007 Schedule|

as of January 4, 2007

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1% class Macroeconomics Microeconomics Tax Policy I: Policy | Macroeconomics Microeconomics
(Kunieda) (i) and Systems (Kunieda) (1)
10 : 15-11: 45 (Yoneda/Yoshimura)
Classroom 3 Field Study for Tax
Administration
(NTA for a whole day)
2" class English Thesis 13:00-14:30 International  Economy | Economic Analysis of
Writing | (Advance) Econometrics and Finance Social Security System
12 : 45-14 : 15 | (Kentwell) (Miyata) (Asanuma/Takeda) (Kunieda)
PC ROOM
Classroom 3 English Thesis
Writing 11
(Kenwell)
3" class English Thesis | Financial Sector | 15:00-16:30
Writing | (Basic) Reform and | Economic Analysis of
14 :30-16 : 00 | (Kentwell) Development Regulation and
(Maehara) Public Enterprises
Classroom 3 (Hattori)
4" class Seminars Economic  Analysis  of
Maehara 9A Public Investment
16 : 15-17 : 45 Asanuma/Takeda 9D (Wada)
li 9C
Classroom 3 Kunieda 9B

INTENSIVE COURSES
Issues on Public Policy I: Time Series Analysis

[Asian Public Policy Program: Spring Semester 2008

as of December 20, 2007

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1% class Field Study for Tax | Economics of Public | Tax Policy I1: Economics of Public | Economic Analysis of
Administration Sector International Taxation | Sector Social Policy
10 : 15-11: 45 | (at NTA) (Kunieda) (Yoneda) (Kunieda) (1)
Classroom 3 Classroom 3 Classroom 3
2" class 13:00-14:30 Local Government
Econometrics Finance
12 : 45-14: 15 (Miyata) (Sato)
PC Room Classroom 3
6F Classroom 3 English Thesis Writing
11
(Kentwell)
6F PC room
3" class Monetary and Fiscal | English Thesis Writing | Asian Economic | 14:30-17:00
Policy in Japan | Development Workshop on Current
14 : 30-16 : 00 (Maehara) (Kentwell) (Takeda) Topics

6F Classroom 3

6F Classroom 2
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Asian Public Policy Program

Questionnaire for Course Evaluation

All the questions are answered by the following 5-point scale.

1 Unsatisfactory

2 Rather unsatisfactory

3: Neutral

4. Rather satisfactory

5: Satisfactory

Q1 How effective was the course in gaining knowledge?

Q2: How stimulating was the course from an intellectual viewpoint?

Q3. How do you evaluate the teaching materials, reading materials, and classroom handouts
used in the course?

Q4. How do you evaluate class discussions and assignments?

Q5: How heavy was the workload?

Qe6: How fair were the exams and grading?

Q7: Overall evaluation of the course?

Qs: How well prepared was the instructor?

Q9: How motivated was the instructor?

Q10: How effective was the instructor in management of the class and in presentation?
Q11: How accessible was the instructor?

Q12: How culturally sensitive was the instructor (i.e. aware of cultural differences among people
from different backgrounds)?

Q13: Overall evaluation of the instructor?
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Alumni Survey for Asian Public Policy Program

The survey was conducted in December 2007 for all graduates from 2000.
There were 16 responses.

Age: 20s (5) 30s (11)
Gender: Male (13) Female (3)
Questions:

1. Current workplace
(1) government
(2) non-government public sector
(3) think-tanks/research centers
(4) private financial institutions
(5) private non-financial companies
(6) NGOs/NPOs
(7) Study
(8) Others

o

ONOMNRFPPFPOPR

2. Were the courses you took during your study at APPP relevant to your current job?
(1) directly relevant 12
(2) indirectly relevant 4
(3) not so relevant 0
(4) not at all relevant 0
(5) others 0

Specific courses mentioned by those who answered (1) or (2) above:
Macroeconomics
Microeconomics
Fundamentals of econometric method
Public sector economics
English thesis writing
International economy and finance
Financial programming
Japan’s fiscal and monetary policy
Financial sector development
Fiscal decentralization
International taxation
Asian economic development
Project management

P FRPFRPEFPNNMNNNWOOOOO

3. Do you consider Workshop on Current Topics or Seminars were helpful in your current job?
(1) helpful in most direct way
(2) helpful in some way
(3) not much relevant to current job
(4) not at all helpful nor relevant
(5) others

OOFr U1

4. Were ad-hoc seminars or international symposium useful to your current job?
(1) very useful
(2) somewhat useful
(3) not so usefu
(4) not at all useful

[k e le)]
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5.

In general, do you consider the study at APPP was meaningful for your career and life? Did it

have any positive influence on your thinking?

6.

(1) very useful 1
(2) somewhat useful 1
(3) not so useful 0
(4) not at all useful 0

4

Comments

Since the APPP is applied public policy program, | believe that those who would benefit most
from the program are young and mid-career government officials. The program should focus
on recruiting those people, especially those who have some years of experience in public
service since they will bring practical perspectives to class discussions.

Apart from the academic side of the APPP, the program has also enabled me to become a
more confident person.

If possible, in addition to alumni meetings, in both virtual and face-to-face, the school and
professors can request some funding sources to help former students, who are working as
policymakers and researchers, to conduct research on their own countries’ economic and
social issues. If permitted, the school can provide a life-time email to their former students
so that they can use to access some resources, such as downloading necessary papers
from NBER, Social Sciences Network as well as remote library. These resources are
extremely scarce in developing countries, which sometimes make it difficult for us to do
research.

The study at the program has been very useful to me. | became well familiar with
Economics and that allows me understand in some sense to predict the results of particular
economic policy in particular country. Furthermore, | do utilize knowledge and skills in
making an analysis at my workplace.

| grew up intellectually by undertaking all hard work at APPP. | could feel the real difference
in my thinking before and after APPP. The program was very well designed; staff and
professors are highly dedicated. In the future, APPP may consider welcoming Japanese
students that will bring diversity in class.

Please include finance courses in curriculum, since public policy issues are becoming
comprehensive and ore market-driven. Any policy proposals must consider not only
profitability and efficiency but also financing. Please include monetary economics courses
in curriculum. It gives opportunity to understanding monetary implication of fiscal policy and
coordination with financial institutions.

The APPP course in general has been very useful. While it is indirectly relevant to my

current full time job, I found it very relevant when | did internship and part time research on
agriculture and globalization.
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